WHEN JESUS SAID: “I AM”
                                          1.   “Your Way to Happiness”

SCRIPTURE:  John 2:1-11; 15:1-11

TEXT: “I am the True Vine, and my Father is the Vinedresser…abide in Me and I in you…that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”  John 15:1,4,11

THEME: Even as Jesus changed the water into wine to bring joy, so He, being the True Vine, can transform and bring true life and joy to those who abide in Him.

INTRODUCTION:

I would like to ask you a personal question, which you alone can answer: What is it that people seek or desire most in life?  When you ask people—what do you really want in life?  What is it that gives you happiness?

To be able to live with ourselves we want to be happy, don’t we?  But many of us are blind to attaining true happiness. We have gotten the idea that happiness comes about as a result of chance, change and things.  We have been brainwashed by advertisements, billboards, slogans and motion pictures into believing that happiness is a direct result from drinking the right martini, driving the right car, having sex appeal, knowing the right people, and using the proper deodorant and toothpaste.
But look at us!  We have more, but are enjoying it less.  We have become frustrated like a dog chasing its own tail.  Happiness eludes us like a bubble floating in the air.  Suddenly it bursts, leaving us wet and sticky.  We look at others and we think they look so happy, and then we see our own lack of luster and dislike ourselves for it.
Now there’s a very simple reason why happiness cannot be found by circumstances, change and things:  Happiness comes from deep within us.  Happiness flows from the inside out, and not from the outside in.  A person can be happy and enjoy himself only when he is at peace and harmony with himself.  This basically is the root of our problem of happiness and living with ourselves, we’re out of harmony with God, the source of life. There is a God shaped vacuum in every soul!  
This is why Jesus Christ has come into the world.  He said, “I am come that you might have life and have it more abundantly.”  Jesus has come to put us back into harmony with God.  This is why the Apostle John wrote his Gospel:  “These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing, you may have life in His name.”  John 20:31

This morning we wish to see how Jesus Christ is the True Source of Life, the True Way to happiness.  From our two Scriptures the message conveyed is this:  Even as Jesus miraculously changed the water into wine and brought joy, so He, as the True Vine can transform and bring true life and happiness to those who live in Him.

I.  GOD DESIRES YOUR HAPPINESS
As we begin our study of the Scripture passage we are confronted—at first glance—with somewhat of a puzzling story.  Puzzling, in that it does not seem to command much attention, but yet it occupies a very prominent position to John’s Gospel.
The story is simple and uncomplicated. We read that a wedding has taken place in a little town called Cana.  Jesus, His mother, and His disciples were also invited.  It was a very festive, happy time.  The town was filled with relatives and guests.  There was a banquet celebration.  But before the party was over, an embarrassing thing happened, they ran out of wine, and the house was still full of guests.  For a Jewish feast, wine was essential.  “Without wine,” said the Rabbis, “There is not joy”. Now that didn’t mean that people got stone drunk.  In fact, drunkenness, for the Jew was a disgrace.  But good wine was a social custom, and for the provisions to run out would have been and humiliating occurrence.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, became aware of the situation and told Jesus about it. Then we read that Jesus performed a miraculous act in which He changed about 120 to 180 gallons of water into wine.  What had been a near social disaster, became instead a matter of wonder.  The miracle did not slip by unnoticed, for the steward of the feast complimented his surprised bridegroom by saying: “Every man serves the good wine first; and when men have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.”
Upon first reaction, we might conclude by saying that the story was delightful, but quite trivial.  It was very nice of Jesus to be concerned about the embarrassing situation of his host, and we’re overwhelmed that He could change 120 gallons of water into wine.  But why should the Son of God, the Messiah, change water into wine at a wedding party in a remote little village, when everyone really had enough to drink?
When you really get into the study of John’s Gospel you will notice that John builds his whole Gospel around seven miracles in the life of Jesus.  Out of all the things Jesus did, He picks out these seven and he calls them signs.  “Signs” meant that these were actions by Jesus which demonstrated that God was present in Him to bring men to believe and to new life.  John 20:30,31.  So we must conclude that this little episode must have been important for John to record it.

So it would appear that the first reason why John records this incident is to show that God desires the happiness of people.  Jesus wants people to be happy.  Therefore, Christianity, with all its theological lessons, it ultimately must result in being full of joy.  John seems to say, through this story, that it is disastrous to assume that joy, ecstasy, and happiness do not fit in with things of eternal life.  How often haven’t you heard people say, “I want to sow my wild oats, have fun, get my kicks before I become a Christian or go to church.”  Is Christianity for grouches?  Does Christ take the joy out of living?  
Isn’t this what has happened?  People go to nightclubs, bars, and pool halls to laugh and seemingly find happiness; but somehow in church, they are we led to believe, that they must be somber, serious and sober.  How could people ever get such a gloomy picture of Jesus, I’ll never know, but somehow the notion has developed.  So there is ingrained in you and me the idea that there is something wrong about being happy—that to be inspirational you should have a guilt feeling, because you love to live and laugh—or laugh in church.
What a glorious person Jesus must have been!  Everywhere He went, people flocked around Him.  The multitude sought to touch Him.  They came from everywhere to hear Him.  Why?  Have you ever seen multitudes flocking around a long, faced sour puss?  No!  Such a personality repels.  But Jesus was a man whom everybody loved to be with.  He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief—yes, but also a man of joy.  How else could He say to His disciples:  “These things have I spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”
You see, this story at Cana prevents us from distorting the Gospel into gloom.  If at any time in your attempts to believe and live out the Gospel, you become humorless, grim, impatient with other peoples joy, then you’ve missed something of its message.  If at any time, in dealing with the mighty theme of what God has done in Jesus Christ, you would feel out of place amid the happy festivities of the Cana wedding, then something basic has dropped out.  Guilt, bitterness, gloom and salvation do not go together.  If you basically are not more joyful, regardless of the many new problems you have to face, then you’d better take a look at your relationship with Christ.  You may have missed something very important in the Gospel.  You may have missed the wine—the joy of sins forgiven, the joy of peace with God, the joy of knowing how to live life.  

So the first message we receive from our Scripture is that God not only desires our happiness through Christ’s shed blood and resurrection, He provides for it.

II.  JESUS SUPPLIES TRUE HAPPINESS

But there is something more to this story of a miracle at Cana.  For John also records this story to tell his readers that Jesus Christ is the source of true life and joy.  As Jesus uses the water pots, John notes that they were used for the Jewish rites of purification.  By changing the water into wine, John indicates that Jesus was showing that religious ritual and trying to live by God’s commandments will not meet the need of the hour.  By trying to be “good enough” will not give joy to life nor salvation with God. So then, by changing the water into wine and by bringing new joy to the guests of the party, Jesus symbolizes that the only way to find true joy—to find harmony with God—is through the person of Christ, what he has done through the shedding of His blood on the cross of Calvary.  So true life and true joy are not a result of religious rituals, but in a person who has power to transform us.
This miracle, therefore, illustrates the power, and symbolized the meaning of Jesus’ first great “I AM”—I AM THE WINE.  Jesus Christ is the Source of True Life—not physical life, but spiritual life;  and He is the source of true joy; not joy stimulated by wine, but the true inner joy stimulated by a harmony with God.

“I AM THE TRUE VINE” means, first of all, that Jesus is the source of true life.  Even as the vine is the source of life for the branches, so the person of Jesus Christ is the source of eternal life for people.
So many people make this fundamental mistake about Christianity, or about any religion.  They think it doesn’t matter what you think or believe, so long as you try to live a good life.  They believe that Christianity is just one system of ethics, of do’s and don’ts of  living that is “good enough”.  But Jesus says:  “Apart from Me you can do nothing”.  Apart from a vital union with Jesus Christ we don’t have what it takes, we can’t live our lives “good enough” that meets the standard of a Holy God.
Our Lord is the source of this new life;  not because He was the world’s greatest Teacher, not because He was the best example of human conduct that ever lived.  No, Jesus is the source of Life because He is the LIFE,  the True Vine that supplies the wine of a joyous life.  Because He is one with the Father, because in Him dwells the fullness of the God heady bodily, He is qualified to give and to live the life that pleases God.  If Jesus of Nazareth was not God manifested in the flesh, then all His claims—especially those of the seven great I AM’S are not only not true but impossible!  They are absurd! They are blasphemous!  But because He IS the source of eternal life, the source of harmony with God; we must come into vital union with Him as a person—not with a system of ethics.
But Jesus is also the source of true joy and happiness.  In our Scripture lesson—wine, the fruit of the vine, is the symbol of joy.  Our Lord tells us that if we abide in Him and He in us we will bear fruit and His joy will remain in us and our joy will be full.

How do we abide in Christ and have a good time living? It is just as simple as this: its like changing the water into wine: get your life changed by letting Jesus Christ into your heart, than transform your mind.  Let Him live His life through you, instead of you trying to follow in His footsteps.  Let Him integrate your personality.  Walk with Him, talk with Him, work with Him, be a part of Him.  Then you will undergo a transformation so deep that life will become endlessly thrilling.

Let me show you how it works:  One thing that will make life so thrilling and happy is the sense of victory you will experience.  You will have the awareness that no matter what difficulty comes along, with Jesus’ life flowing in you, you can overcome it.  There is nothing so joyous in this world as to know that “yes, this is a tough one, this is a difficult situation, but by God’s presence and power I can handle it.”

Furthermore, abiding in Jesus gives us joy because it gives us a sense of victory over one’s self.  Did you ever have a victory over yourself?  Did you ever take a temptation and a lingering bad habit and say to it, “I can master you, because Jesus is the Vine and I am His branch, His power flows through me”.  You can do it.  That is what makes you happy.

Furthermore, Jesus, as the true Vine, gives you happiness and joy because while in Him, you know your sins are forgiven.  I do not know of anything more important that becomes like the “fly in the ointment”, “discord in the melody of living”, than guilt, sin and evil.  Sin and guilt can never be undone.  Deeds done in the past that were sinful can take the joy out of living.   But abiding in Christ, means that His death on the cross, His blood that was shed, His broken Body paid the debt of my sin and takes away my guilt.   That is why we drink the fruit of the vine for communion, to remind us of the joy of sins forgiven because we abide in Christ.
CONCLUSION

“I AM THE TRUE VINE”:  Jesus Christ is the True Source of life and joy.  He was the most alive person who ever lived.  And He still lives.  He is deathless; and when He is in you and you abide in Him, you are deathless too.  It is through His recreative power getting down into your being so that you are inwardly changed—like changing water into wine—that you come to enjoy life to its fullest and be full of joy.  Nobody can change these things in your life unless there is an inner change.

How can you become a part of the true vine?  Listen to what Mary told these servants:  “Do whatever He tells you.”  That means step out by faith.  Believe that He can put you right with God, believe that no problem of human nature is too big for Jesus to overcome.  Whatever it may be that is holding you back from wonderful joy-filled life, if you will surrender it to Him and let Him and let take you and remake you, transform you, He will put true joy into your living.  Life will still have its troubles, its problems, but you will always have a sense of victory and excitement and release.
“I AM THE TRUE VINE…ABIDE IN ME AND I IN YOU…I WILL TRANSFORM YOU LIKE WATER INTO WINE…SO THAT MY JOY MAY BE IN YOU AND YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL”  Let Jesus Christ be your way to happiness.

PRAYER:
Our heavenly Father we thank you for these wonderful truths.  We thank you for the joy, the victory, the sense of satisfaction and delight amid the struggle which as in human life.  Transform our lives from being common, dull, routine, stale into a life that is vivid, sparkling and exciting by letting your life flow in and through us.  Help us to bring ourselves to you so you can take charge of us so that we may live our lives to their fullest and in harmony we you.  This we ask in Jesus name.  Amen
